2	INTRODUCTION
The very hostility of the early Church to the synagogue,
and the tenacity with which the Christian clergy sought to
guard against any possible invasion of the Jewish spirit or of
Jewish propaganda, were often determining factors in the
decisions and even in the development of the institutions of
the Christian Church.1
These are the established facts, obvious to anyone who has
made a careful study of Israel at the period just before the
Christian era, which led to the conclusion, once generally
accepted, that Christianity was nothing more than a Hellenized
Judaism. In 1860 Michel Nicolas could write :—" Christianity
sprang from the bosom of Judaism ; if it has any direct and
immediate antecedents, it is there that we must seek them "—thus
alleging his interest in Christianity as his motive for under-
taking a study of the 'Religious 'Doctrines of the Jews? Towards
the end of his life Rerian still maintained that " the whole develop-
ment of Christianity had its roots in the Judaism of the first and
second centuries before Christ." 3 He also claimed that " the
countries 'which were the first to surrender to primitive Christianity
were those which Judaism had already conquered during the two
or three centuries before Jesus Christ" 4
Today the position does not seem quite so simple. Un-
doubtedly the seed sown by Jesus was Jewish seed, and its
earliest growth was Jewish, but the fostering earth, which
nourished it with life-giving juices till it became first a vigorous
sapling and then a mighty tree, was a Hellenistic soil in which
Greece and the East mingled their fertilizing elements. That
it was at Antioch that the new religion first received its name,
and that it was in the metropolis of the Hellenistic world that
the Nazarenes were first called Christians, is a fact of profound
symbolic significance.5
It may well be that many Hellenistic influences did not
reach Christianity directly but rather by way of the Judaism
of which they had already made a partial conquest. This
consideration is enough in itself to conjure up a picture of
1 XLTO, i, 277 # ;   304jfif.	» CCLXXX, preface, p. 1.
3 LXXI, v, 380.	* LXXI, v, 222.
5 The first Christians called themselves by names in use among the
sects of that time, such as the elect (exfoxroi : Rom. viii. 33 ; xvi. 13 ;
CoL iii. 12 ; 2 Tim. ii. 10), the saints (ayioi: Rom. viii. 27 ; xv, 25), the
faithful (moral: CoL i. 2 ; Ephes. i. 1), the disciples (juad^rai : Acts ix.
26 ; xi. 26), the brethren (ddekpot: Gal. i. 2 ; 1 Cor. v. 11 ; Phil. i. 14),
or any other designation of the same sort (cf. DACL, i, under Chretien).
In a passage from Acts (xi. 26) we learn that it was at Antioch that the
disciples took the name of Christians (Loisy, Actes, 470) or were called
Christians (lyevexo . . . ^rj^ariaai . . . rovs pa6r}i:d$ ^QiGtiavo^). There
is no reason for questioning this evidence.

